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major problems are directly linked to
our status. They are rooted in the un-
equal treatment that Puerto Rico re-
ceives because it is a territory.

If you want to understand why Puer-
to Rico has always had higher unem-
ployment and poverty than any State,
you must recognize that the territory
is excluded from the earned income tax
program, partially excluded from the
child tax credit program, excluded
from the Supplemental Security In-
come program, and treated unequally
under the Federal nutrition assistance
program.

If you want to understand why Puer-
to Rico has high debt, you must realize
that the territory government has bor-
rowed so heavily in the bond market in
order to compensate for its disparate
treatment under Federal programs.

If you want to understand why pa-
tients in Puerto Rico received inad-
equate care, why physicians and hos-
pitals are not fairly compensated, and
why the cost of providing health care is
disproportionately borne by the Puerto
Rico Government rather than shared
equitably with the Federal Govern-
ment, you must grasp that Puerto Rico
is treated in a discriminatory fashion
under Medicaid, traditional Medicare,
Medicare Advantage, and the Afford-
able Care Act.

If you want to understand why drug-
related violence is pervasive in Puerto
Rico, then you must come to terms
with the fact that Federal law enforce-
ment agencies have dedicated insuffi-
cient personnel and equipment to Puer-
to Rico because States invariably take
priority over territories when it comes
to the allocation of finite resources.

To solve its deeply entrenched prob-
lems and to reach its enormous poten-
tial, Puerto Rico must receive equal
treatment. And to receive equal treat-
ment, Puerto Rico must become a
State. To pretend otherwise is just
that: to pretend.

That is why less than 3 months ago I
introduced H.R. 727, the most forceful
statehood admission bill for Puerto
Rico in history.

I am proud to report that the bill is
likely to obtain its 100th cosponsor as
early as today. Cosponsors come from
31 States, the District of Columbia, and
the four other territories. They are
both Democrats and Republicans. In-
deed, about 1,900 bills have been intro-
duced so far in this Congress, and H.R.
727 has more bipartisan support than
over 99 percent of them.

Every Member who cosponsors this
bill is standing up for a powerful prin-
ciple, which is this: the people of Puer-
to Rico are American citizens who have
enriched the life of this Nation for gen-
erations.

My constituents have fought—and
many have died—for a flag that con-
tains 50 stars, but no star that rep-
resents them. If they reaffirm their de-
sire in a federally sponsored vote to be-
come a full and equal member of the
American family, they have earned the
right to be first-class citizens.
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SHEPHERD’S MEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REED). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 13
men, 911 miles, and 1 week to make a
difference.

A group of brave warriors known as
the Shepherd’s Men set out on a jour-
ney that will take them from the Free-
dom Tower in New York City to the
Shepherd’s Center in Atlanta, Georgia.

Every day, servicemen and -women
from across our country return from
the fields of combat only to fight an-
other battle at home. While this battle
may not include heavy artillery or
enemy combatants, it is just as dev-
astating.

Post-traumatic stress disorder, or
PTSD, and traumatic brain injuries are
disorders that take years—and some-
times a lifetime—to heal. These en-
emies invade the mind and cause un-
speakable pain for those suffering and
for their families.

For this reason, 13 brave men, whose
mission is to raise awareness and fund-
ing for those with PTSD and traumatic
brain injuries, have accepted the ardu-
ous task of running from the Big Apple
to the Peach State.

With each step forward, the Shep-
herd’s Men are one step closer to reach-
ing their goal of raising $250,000 for the
Shepherd Center’s SHARE Military Ini-
tiative, a comprehensive rehabilitation
program that provides assistance and
support for servicemen and -women
who have sustained mild to moderate
traumatic brain injury and PTSD from
the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

While the wounds may have been in-
flicted years ago, the scars still re-
main, and that is why the Shepherd’s
Men run 911 miles with 22-pound packs
strapped to their chests.

These courageous men do not run for
their own glory, but for their fellow
servicemembers whose lives may be
forever changed by the effects of these
conditions.

Today, one out of five servicemem-
bers returning home from Iraq or Af-
ghanistan have been diagnosed with
one of these debilitating conditions. If
left unchecked, these injuries could be
life threatening. As our servicemem-
bers return home from Active Duty, it
is important for them to know that
they do not suffer alone.

This morning, the Shepherd’s Men
are a few steps closer to reaching their
final destination. As the Sun rose gent-
ly against the backdrop of the Iwo
Jima Memorial, the Shepherd’s Men
arrived in our Nation’s Capital. It was
here—at the place that memorialized
one of the most historic moments in
our history—where I joined the Shep-
herd’s Men for a short 1-mile run out of
their 911-mile journey.

As I stood in the shadow, Mr. Speak-
er, of the Iwo Jima Memorial, one of
the Shepherd’s Men following our run
came up to me and said: When we go
into combat, we know that we may not
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come back out. And I lost many of my
men in combat, and I can accept that,
but what is hard is when these men
survive combat, and they come back
home and lose their life to these debili-
tating conditions. That is hard to swal-
low.

As a veteran of the United States Air
Force, I am extremely grateful to the
unwavering commitment the Shep-
herd’s Men have shown to defend their
fellow servicemen and ensure that they
have the resources they need to begin
their road to recovery.

Although the road may be long and
fraught with setbacks, people across
this Nation are going the extra mile to
ensure our servicemembers are given
the help they deserve.

To the Shepherd’s Men, Godspeed on
the rest of your journey, and thank you
for your commitment to our Nation’s
military.

———————

HONORING BISHOP WALTER SCOTT
THOMAS, SR., AND HIS FORTY
YEARS OF SERVICE TO GOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor, admiration, and re-
spect that I take this time to honor
one of this Nation’s most distinguished
citizens, Bishop Walter Scott Thomas,
Sr., in recognition of his 40 years of
service to God as a pastor, mentor, and
community leader.

I am honored to rise today to share
with my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives the
accomplishments of this remarkable
man.

For the last 40 years, Bishop Walter
Scott Thomas, Sr., has faithfully
served as the pastor of the New Psalm-
ist Baptist Church located in the Sev-
enth Congressional District in Balti-
more, Maryland. Bishop Thomas is a
Baltimore native who was called to
proclaim God’s Word to the world.

He received a bachelor’s of science
degree from the University of Mary-
land in economics, a master’s of divin-
ity degree from Howard University
School of Religion, and a doctor of
ministry degree from St. Mary’s Semi-
nary and the University of Baltimore.

In 1975, Bishop Thomas was called to
pastor the New Psalmist Baptist
Church. He is a devoted leader who
cares about the needs of his congrega-
tion, the community, and the world.

Under his dynamic leadership over
the last four decades, New Psalmist
Baptist Church has grown to serve sev-
eral thousand members. His vision and
message of ‘‘empowering disciples’ has
inspired thousands to make a positive
impact in their personal lives, commu-
nities, the State of Maryland, the
country, and the world.

He is an influential leader who gra-
ciously uses his gifts to serve clergy
and religious leaders. From 1999 to 2002,
Bishop Thomas served as the president
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of the Hampton University Ministers’
Conference. He has coached and
mentored pastors, church leaders, staff,
and ministry teams all over the coun-
try.

On July 20, 2005, Bishop Thomas was
elevated to the office of bishop and pre-
siding prelate of the Kingdom Associa-
tion of Covenant Pastors by ministers
from across this great Nation.

Bishop Thomas has led multiple out-
reach initiatives to provide services
and resources to the community. These
initiatives include assisting economi-
cally disadvantaged families and home-
less persons, providing employment as-
sistance for job seekers, and partnering
with school principals to provide
school resources.

In 2013, Bishop Thomas and the New
Psalmist Baptist Church donated
$40,000 to the Baltimore City North-
western Police District to renovate the
station entrance and lobby for our po-
lice officers and community members.

In addition to his leadership in the
local community, Bishop Thomas has
been a global leader, supporting
projects to improve the quality of life
for the world’s underserved citizens.
Bishop Thomas and New Psalmist Bap-
tist Church support a school in
Nairobi, Kenya, as well as clean water
and sanitation projects in Africa.

Bishop Thomas has also been the
guest of His Royal Highness Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and United
Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon to represent the United States
and the Christian faith in the Many
Heavens, One Planet faith and con-
servation event in Windsor, England.

In 2009, Bishop Thomas had the honor
of delivering the invocation during
President Barack Obama’s whistlestop
tour at Baltimore’s War Memorial
Building. In 1998, Bishop Thomas
hosted President William Jefferson
Clinton at the New Psalmist Baptist
Church.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thomas
is a devoted husband, father, and
friend. He is the loving husband to first
lady Patricia Thomas and the proud fa-
ther of three very successful children:
Joi; Walter, Jr.; and Joshua.

Bishop Thomas is a source of wisdom
and encouragement to his family and
friends. Bishop Thomas is a great
friend who has inspired me through his
faithful leadership of his family and
the New Psalmist Baptist Church.

I am honored that God allowed our
lives to eclipse, and today I wish to
thank him on behalf of Baltimore,
Maryland, and indeed the Nation and
the world for his dedication, commit-
ment to God, his church, his family,
and his community.

————

ACCESS TO INPATIENT REHABILI-
TATION THERAPY ACT OF 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, I joined the
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gentleman from North Carolina, Con-
gressman G.K. BUTTERFIELD, to intro-
duce H.R. 1906, the bipartisan Access to
Inpatient Rehabilitation Therapy Act
of 2015.

Coordinated medical rehabilitation
provided in an inpatient setting is cru-
cial to Medicare beneficiaries with in-
juries, disease, disabilities, or chronic
conditions.

Unfortunately, beginning in 2010, the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services began placing limitations on
what types of therapy a beneficiary
could receive, despite the professional
judgment of the treating physician.

Mr. Speaker, these limitations re-
strict recreational therapy from being
prescribed, despite it being medically
necessary in many cases.

The bipartisan Access to Inpatient
Rehabilitation Therapy Act of 2015
that I have introduced with Congress-
man BUTTERFIELD will undo these un-
necessary barriers imposed by CMS
that place limitations on what types of
therapy a beneficiary may receive.
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This legislation will not cost the
American taxpayer any money; will
help facilitate access to the appro-
priate mix of services in an inpatient
rehabilitation facility; and will benefit
patients with brain injuries, spinal
cord injuries, and those who have sus-
tained strokes, amputations, individ-
uals living with neurological disorders,
and a wide range of other conditions.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today and
strongly urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to get behind this
commonsense bipartisan legislation.

——————

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE VOT-
ING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965 AND
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the
Speaker and acknowledge that 1965 is a
very unique and special year. It is the
commemoration of the march across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma,
Alabama, which symbolized to the
world the cry and passion to have your
voices heard through the vote.

I stand here today asking this body
and its leadership to put on the floor of
the House the reauthorization of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, a bill that
was reauthorized in 2006, 2007, under
the leadership of President George W.
Bush and the Members of the United
States Congress, in a bipartisan man-
ner. The vote in the Senate was 98-0,
and we had an equally impressive vote
here in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

The question would be why, a simple
task of updating this legislation to en-
sure that thousands, maybe millions,
are not denied the right to vote.

I start with that because the walk
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge was
particularly brutal, and I want to give
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credit to all those who marched, many
names that I know, our own colleague
JOHN LEWIS, Hosea Williams, and many
that we have met over the years in
Selma. They marched and stood non-
violently against violence and, might I
say, under the auspices of the misinter-
pretation of the law, those law enforce-
ment officers—misguided, of course—
that stopped those individuals from ex-
pressing their rights.

Today, I come to match the need for
the reauthorization of the Voting
Rights Act to the enormous need, in a
bipartisan manner, to reform our
criminal justice system.

Over the news airwaves of the last 24
hours, right here in Washington, D.C.,
there was a statement about a young
father who stood on his doorsteps in
Fairfax, Virginia, that, finally, his two
beautiful daughters had a settlement
from that law enforcement depart-
ment. He was shot on his doorsteps.
The facts are such that I won’t discuss
today, but one can almost assume that
that father did not need to lose his life.

Yesterday, the #marchtojustice, the
Justice League of New York City, came
to the west lawn to petition the gov-
ernment to end racial profiling and to
begin to address the question of how do
we have a criminal justice system that
meets the equality and justice of
America.

Sadly, just a few miles a way, in Bal-
timore, we understand that a young
man was picked up and, ultimately,
went into a coma and died. What hap-
pened in the midst of the time where
his spinal cord was nearly severed in
the custody of law enforcement offi-
cers?

Let me be very clear. As a senior
member of the Judiciary Committee,
my commitment is that law enforce-
ment officers go home to their fami-
lies. In a few days, we will be honoring
those who fell in the line of duty. We
will be standing and respecting the fact
that they provide a protection for this
Nation and they serve us. We thank
them for that.

But we must come to a point where
we hold the Constitution dear and that
citizens of the United States have the
right to access and speech and protest
and that protesters are not dangerous
outsiders.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced two
initiatives that I would ask my col-
leagues to join me on, initiatives that
should draw bipartisan support. One is
the Build TRUST legislation that sim-
ply indicates that there should be a
process by which local jurisdictions use
various citations and nuisance cita-
tions and stopping people on the street
as a source of revenue, the same Kkind
of issue that confronted Eric Garner—
who, by the way, Mr. Speaker, was a
large man who everybody knew, who
was simply trying to support his fam-
ily, maybe selling a few cigarettes.

No one has suggested that, dealing
with the laws of New York, that that
wasn’t against the law. What we are
saying is that Eric Garner did not need
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